
  CITY OF MONTESANO COUNCIL MEETING 
  January 24, 2023 7:00 p.m. at City Hall 

 

Mayor Vini Samuel Presiding 1 
 2 
CALL TO ORDER- Mayor Samuel called the meeting of January 24, 2023 to order at 7:00 p.m.  3 
 4 
FLAG CEREMONY- Pledge of Allegiance 5 
               6 
ROLL CALL- Councilman Bryson, Councilman Cope, Councilwoman Thomas, Councilman Skaramuca, 7 
Councilman Caryl, and Councilman Trimble were all present.  8 
 9 
There was a motion to excuse Councilwoman Jester from the meeting by Councilman Cope, with a 10 
second by Councilman Bryson. 11 
 12 
Motion passed 6-0 13 
 14 
STAFF PRESENT- CFO Gretchen Sagen, PW Director Mike Olden, Fire Chief David Busz, Police Chief Brett 15 
Vance, and Forester John Bull were all present. City Attorney Chris Coker was present via call-in.  16 
 17 
APPROVAL OF BILLS- There was a motion by Councilman Trimble to approve the bills as audited in the 18 
amount of $120,903.26. There was a second made by Councilman Bryson.  19 
 20 
Motion passed 6-0            21 
 22 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES- There was a motion made by Councilman Trimble to pass the minutes from 23 
the previous meeting, with a second by Councilman Caryl.  24 
 25 
Motion passed 6-0 with no additions or corrections 26 
 27 
PUBLIC HEARING – Final project performance on Economic Opportunity Grant funded by CDBG 28 
Mayor Samuel opened the Public Hearing at 7:02pm. The Public Hearing was closed at 7:03pm with no 29 
comments. 30 
 31 
PUBLIC COMMENT- Patrick Wadsworth 1404 W Simpson Ave -there are two bridges on the West Fork 32 
trail in the city forest that need to be worked on.  33 
 34 
Helen Hepp 419 N Calder-There is a crew of volunteers that pulls weeds/invasive species up at Lake 35 
Sylvia every Wednesday morning. The Friends of the Library has a new newsletter available.  36 
 37 
FLUORIDE PRESENTATION –  38 
 39 
Natalie Perry gave a presentation for about ten minutes on her position of taking fluoride out of the city 40 
water.                                               41 
 42 
Dr. Kurt Ferre spoke for about ten minutes on his position of keeping fluoride in the city water. 43 
 44 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 45 
2023 Committee Appointments 46 
Finance- Councilwoman Jester, Councilman Trimble, Councilman Bryson (Councilman Skaramuca as 47 
alternate) 48 
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Forestry- Councilwoman Thomas, Councilman Cope, Councilman Bryson, (Councilman Skaramuca as 49 
alternate) 50 
Council of Governments- Mayor Samuel, (Councilman Caryl as alternate) 51 
MTO- Councilman Trimble, (Councilwoman Jester as alternate) 52 
Personnel- Councilman Bryson, Councilman Cope, Councilman Skaramuca (Councilwoman Jester as 53 
alternate) 54 
AWC- Mayor Samuel 55 
Parks Board- Councilman Caryl (Councilman Cope as alternate) 56 
Planning Commission- Councilwoman Thomas (Councilman Skaramuca as alternate)  57 
Volunteer Fire/Police- Councilman Trimble 58 
Flood Authority- Mike Olden 59 
E-911- Mayor Samuel (Councilman Trimble as alternate) 60 
Shoreline- Councilman Bryson 61 
 62 
A motion to confirm the 2023 appointments was made by Councilman Bryson, with a second by 63 
Councilman Skaramuca. 64 
 65 
Motion passed 6-0 66 
 67 
OLD BUSINESS- There was none.  68 
 69 
NEW BUSINESS 70 
 71 
Fosse Variance – Action PW Director Olden explains the variance request and the recommendation to 72 
pass the variance with conditions. There was a motion to pass the variance with the stated conditions by 73 
Councilman Skaramuca, with a second by Councilman Cope. 74 
 75 
Motion passed 6-0 76 
 77 
Charlton Variance – Action Mayor Samuel advised that Councilman Skaramuca recused himself from 78 
this matter due to a conflict of interest. PW Director Olden explains the variance request and the 79 
recommendation to reject the application. At this time, an audience member/variance applicant asked if 80 
she may speak, Mayor Samuel said she may not. Councilman Cope asked if there was a reason that the 81 
applicant could not speak on this matter or if a Council member could hold the floor for her? Mayor 82 
Samuel stated the problem with that is this is a specific process with steps we go through, and it isn’t up 83 
for discussion. There was a motion to deny the variance made by Councilman Bryson, with a second by 84 
Councilman Caryl.  85 
 86 
Motion passed 5-0 87 
 88 
MOU – IAFF Local #1862 - Action 89 
Councilman Trimble made a motion to approve the MOU regarding a provision for twelve-hour 90 
employees’ sick leave, with a second by Councilman Caryl. 91 
 92 
Motion passed 6-0 93 
 94 
Mower Purchase – Action 95 
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Councilman Skaramuca made a motion to authorize the Mayor to purchase a commercial mower in the 96 
amount of $37,222.52 from John Deere, with a second by Councilwoman Thomas.  97 
 98 
Motion passed 6-0 99 
 100 
 101 
Shoreline Management Program Contract Amendment – Action 102 
Councilman Bryson made a motion, with a second by Councilman Skaramuca. 103 
 104 
Motion passed 6-0 105 
 106 
 107 
6-year TIP Amendment – Information only 108 
  109 
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS  110 
-Resolution #999– Fair Housing Resolution – CDBG Grant 111 
Councilman Bryson made a motion to pass Resolution #999, with a second by Councilman Cope. 112 
 113 
Motion passed 6-0 114 
 115 
PUBLIC COMMENT 116 
Pat Wadsworth 1404 W Simpson Ave-Wondering if it would be possible to relocate the sign that leads 117 
visitors to Lake Sylvia? There has been a lot of discussion over the years about this. 118 
 119 
Kevin Hegel 1018 E Park Ave- I have worked for the City of Montesano for 28 years in the water/sewer 120 
department. I know what fluoride does. When I started here, the levels we needed to have in the water 121 
were higher and now it’s been lowered over the years. Why has it been changed? Is it bad for us? I think 122 
it is. Let the people make the decision. 123 
 124 
Jackie Hollingsworth 115 S 4th St- In light of what Natalie has brought to Council tonight, I hope it will be 125 
considered to remove fluoride from our city water. In the Mayor’s newsletter in November, it states to 126 
“come to the table that gets things done”. Tonight, you have heard from Natalie and others supporting 127 
her. I hope you all will consider the many health effects fluoride has when making a decision. 128 
 129 
Megan West 544 S Westend Pl- I grew up in a place where there was no fluoride in the water and I have 130 
always had great teeth. I have a friend who grew up in Montesano with Fluoride in her water and she 131 
has terrible teeth. I find it concerning that no dentists from Montesano spoke tonight, but we have 132 
someone from Portland who is not local speaking about it. I had heard before that you need to be a 133 
resident of Montesano to make a comment at the meeting. Montesano is at a much higher income level 134 
than the rest of Grays Harbor so to say that we have less cavities here than Aberdeen or Hoquiam would 135 
make sense. It is concerning that we heard political buzzwords such as “misinformation”, when the topic 136 
of Flouride is not supposed to be political.  137 
 138 
Anne Becker 722 W Spruce- I grew up in Seattle before water had fluoride added. Both of my parents 139 
were involved in healthcare and made sure their five children had fluoride. I thank my parents very 140 
much for taking care of that. I will be 68 years old this year and I have all my own teeth. I give my 141 
parents credit for that. 142 
 143 
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Linda Charlton 425 Maple St- I was here last week to speak on my behalf about the variance and I was 144 
not called on. I cannot tell you how annoyed I am that I have not been able to speak. I feel like I am 145 
being punished because I tried to follow the city regulations and ask. There are people in my 146 
neighborhood who are not following the rules and are not 10ft away from the property line. My 147 
immediate neighbors are not opposed to me having my building. This was going to be a nice aluminum 148 
structure. It would not be the eyesore that my trailer with a tarp on the top will be for my neighbors. I 149 
was storing it in Olympia, but my sister died and that is why I’m unable to store it there anymore. I want 150 
to thank you Councilman Cope for making an effort to allow me to be heard. I’m very upset. 151 
 152 
Isiah Perry 911 Brook Dr- While fluoride is a topic of discussion; I would suggest that Council put a 153 
mortarium on the use of Flouride until a decision is made whether to keep it or not. 154 
 155 
Mauri Jones 602 N 1st St- I was asked by Councilman Caryl to come tonight. I have a sign in my yard that 156 
says Monte-say-no to drugs. I am a foster parent, and I would love to meet other foster parents in 157 
Montesano. I agree with the guy who made a comment about the signage for Lake Sylvia. Lake Sylvia is 158 
one of the reasons we moved here. I wanted to be here to introduce myself.  159 
 160 
 161 
COUNCIL COMMENT 162 
 163 
Councilman Trimble- I voted no against the hearing’s examiner decision, our job should not be judicial. 164 
In my opinion, the hearings examiner should be making this decision. That’s why there is paid 165 
professionals for this. There was a lot of information to digest tonight. It’s going to be a slow process.  166 
 167 
Councilman Cope- I appreciate what Councilman Trimble had to say about this being the hearing 168 
examiners job. I don’t think the process tonight was a very good job. I think there is more information 169 
that could’ve been shared. This is the first time we have had to make this decision and I think there are 170 
some lessons to be learned from this experience. This is coming from someone on Public Works 171 
committee, I still felt a little unprepared.  172 
 173 
Councilman Bryson- These were tough decisions to be made and it’s hard to vote against something 174 
that someone is seeking. I applaud both who made presentations tonight.  175 
 176 
Councilman Skaramuca- We started talking about fluoride about eight months ago. I’ve asked myself 177 
the question does fluoride work? It does. It still benefits me at my age. But does it hurt us? I think it 178 
does. It is naturally occurring in our environment. I have some questions about the fluoride that we are 179 
receiving.  180 
 181 
Councilwoman Thomas-  Tonight was more difficult than normal. Some of these decisions are really 182 
hard to make. Thank you for the presentations tonight. I’m the type of person who looks at the science 183 
and I want to know the difference between cavities in those who had fluoride and those who don’t. I 184 
need more information. 185 
 186 
Councilman Caryl- There’s some tough decisions to think about. The jury is still out. Thank you for 187 
coming here Mauri.  188 
 189 
MAYOR COMMENT- I would like to apologize to Mrs. Charlton, sorry that I made you feel unheard. That 190 
is not the intention. I’m not sure why you weren’t called on at the last meeting’s public comment. I 191 
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apologize for not seeing you. Today was not the ideal place for an interjection into the council piece for 192 
determining this. I advise Council to think about not doing this process. It is not easy making these kinds 193 
of decisions with people in front of you with personal stories. We have experts available who go through 194 
a fact-finding process so that a professional decision is made. Thank you to both parties who presented 195 
on fluoride tonight. You don’t need to be a resident of Montesano to make a comment at our meeting. 196 
Appreciate the passion for our community. Thank you all for being here. 197 
 198 
ADJOURNMENT 199 
Councilman Cope made a motion to adjourn the meeting, with a second by Councilman Skaramuca. 200 
 201 
Motion passed 6-0 202 
 203 
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.  204 
 205 
Madison Jensen, Deputy Clerk 206 
Recording available.  207 


